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The Religion Newswriters Asso
(RNA) polls its members annus
compile a list of the top 10 re
stories of the year. | thought it
be interesting to share the top r
stories of 2011 ...

1. The death of Osama bin Lad(,mgﬂﬂ

the reactions it produced among
ple of faith on issues such as fq
ness, peace, justice and retributi

2. A series of controversial co
sional hearings focused on Am
Muslims.

3. Catholic Bishop Robert Fi
Kansas City, MO., is charged wi
ure to report the suspected abu
child, becoming the first active

in the country to face criminal prpd®

tion in such a case.

(@)

more importantly, what does that mean to Sdr&w and our members?
I ﬁe we had over 20 new members join last yealy,At might be time for
retresher about what the UCC is all about! (Tifisrmation is reprinted

iy the UCC website: www.ucc.org/about-us/newke-ticc.html)
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We believe in God’s continuing testament. Thathy we are committed to
ing God’s ancient story anew and afresh irlieeis and in the world to-

¥ We try to remain attentive to God'’s creativevement in the world. Re-

n and science are not mutually exclusive aodryhead and your heart are

oth welcomed into our places of worship. We premat members to be en-
gaged in ministry in the present and future ofc¢herch and we embrace all

r

'Kidets of communities and new modes of speaking.
erican

I
No matter who you are or where you are on lifelgj@y, you are welcome

hese. This is why we insist that God’s commurtaiie is open, not closed,

g God's gift and claim in baptism are irrevocabilée advocate justice for
eaff ur congregations extend hospitality as a eigGod’s inclusive love.
i¥Mgeach that evangelism—offering bread to thoseearch of it—is God's
lggion. Our perspective is global, not provincide work with—not against
people of other faiths.

4. The Catholic Church introdyc@geayork to make transformation possible but tragBbd’s grace. This is why

new translation of the Roman

throughout the English-speakj

world, making the first signi
change to a liturgy since 1973.

5. The Presbyterian Church
allows local option on ordinati
partnered gay people.

{#&alnsist that churches must be places of vitaditworship, learning, and ad-
KJB8acy. We are committed to working for justiced ave believe that people’s
IG5 are changed through global experiences aeddships.

#
Ugs)are not a perfect church, but we do try to liteéfid. We are known for
@arigfing early on issues of inclusivity and justicé/e were the first to ordain
an African-American pastor (1785), a woman (18a8B)ppenly gay person
(&972), and the first to affirm same-gender magiaguality(2005). We be-

6. Pope John Paul Il is beatml‘ eé'(ré faith requires tenderness and courage, aditdg love that is committed
May. (SEE DR., PAG . . . :
0 changing people’s lives—in our churches but aishe world around us.
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A loss in our church family...

It is with great sadness that we
announce the passing of

Bob Whitford,

founding member of St. Andrew, in
Florida last week. In his memory, do-
nations may be made to the St. An-
drew Roof Fund.

(continued from page 1)

7. California evangelist Harold Camping dténaiis

in October.

8. A book by Michigan megachurch pastor Raiv
Wins,” presenting a much less harsh picturgnaf f
traditional, stirs discussion in evangelical circle

9.The Personhood Initiative, designed to outiaw
by declaring a fetus a person, fails on EleciioMi3a
sissippi, but advocates play to try in other states

10. Bible translations make news, with cedetiratien
CIi
0
E.

400 anniversary of the King James Version;
about gender usage in the newest New Intekfext
sion; and completion of the Common English Bibl

This list compels me to ask the question, “Wthig

) 8
with predictions that the world would end il siggiamn
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As we begin a new calendar year, we continue tasan
Doris R. Powell’'s “Stewards in the Household of God

“Stewardship is more than money, stewardship isen
St. Francis of Assisi said, ‘Stewardship is evengh do
after | say | believe.” Everything? Then stewaifdss not
a program, it's a way of life. It must be at therec of our
identity, our very purpose for being in the world. it?”

“In Genesis, we learn that God created a world lolepaf
lsustaining all of its inhabitants.” In the Bibktewardshij
refers to the management of a household or estitew-
ardship is the best single term to describe the golen tg
Inumans by God in creation. Our mission, our pugdos
IIbeing in the world, as humans and as a churchgswvern-
ing creation in order to assure wholeness and lnaiig of

a%ltl)'

Celebrate Generosity!
old...GIVING. Gifts came by camel to the Christil@h
2000 years later gifts can come by cash, check,eaed
jedesatmonically.

nal

In this spirit, may we make 2012 A Year of Livingeer-
grusly.

Join a tradition over 20@rse

101

top 10 stories at St. Andrew United Churchtah
2011?” 1 would be interested to hear your resgem
me an email at jimmy@saintandrewucc.org.

Memorials

ory of John Black,
onation was made to the Leona
Roney Music Fund by Edna Black.

In memory of Betty Jo Neal,

a donation was made to the Leona
Roney Music Fund by Joe and Joyce
Loudon.
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In memory or in honor of love
ones, the following parishiol
ers and friends donated t
poinsettias that have decora
the sanctuary this Advent S¢
son:

In memory of...
Loved Ones, by Jack & Betty Boeschel
Loved Ones, by Mary Jane Glaser
Loved Ones, by Barbara Voll
Loved Ones, by Howard & Judy Hardin
Fort and Woerner Families, by Judy Johnson
Ed Allin, by Kim Bartley
Our Parents, by Rick & Elaine Caldwell
Our Parents, by Harlan & Ann Beckemeyer
Our Parents Frances and M. Russell Wehr,

by Rick & Mary Wehr
Alice and Lyman Chidsey

& Mary’s sister Kay McGinnis,

by Rick & Mary Wehr
Ross Sherer, by Linda Sherer & Family
Mary Hyde, by Amy & Nick Hyde
Bill Mathison, by Ruth Sickbert
George Hancock,

by Cindy Schwartz & Mike Jones
Tom Schwartz
by Bill, Suzanne, & Scott Schwartz

In honor of...

Loved Ones, by Barbara Voll

Loved Ones, by Ruth Sickbert

Our Children, by Harlan & Ann Beckemeyer

Our daughters Donna Block & Mary Beth Nall,
by Don & Penny Wilding

2011 Worship Teams,
by Diane & Walter Snowa

Dr. Watson for thought-provoking sermons,
by Diane & Walter Snowa

Throughout the year of 2011, St. Andrew experiergged

series of new worship initiatives. Many memQ
learned to plan and experiment with new ways of/iokg
ing Sunday morning worship. Some changes werg
cepted more readily than others, and all membegari
to think about what was meaningful and importangt
them. “Welcoming Resistance” is a book about chang
the church. Dr. William Chris Hobgood, a Disciplefy
Christ minister, shares his experiences as wellréi
search in the study of church dynamics and change
often read that many mainline churches are shrgnkir
size and number. In response to that current tetug
church leaders, both pastors and lay people, aneopH
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ing changes to invigorate the church; however chasg

often met with resistance. Changing long helditiaa
is not an easy transition and can cause strongie@nabt
response. Hobgood suggests that leaders insg
change should expect resistance and be ready tmep
age dialogue and listen with understanding to otipén-
ions.

can be reached. Information sharing and frequent-

Change moves slowly, but eventually cossgn
C
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munication are important components to consensus

building. Questions which should be answered by
church members are: As a church, where are
Where does God want us to be? Do we listen wiik|l
and respect to all opinions? Read Dr. Hobgoodskip
for a better understanding of change in the church.

Aunt Minerva’s Diary, written during the summer of
1885, when she was 16 years old. Teenagers will
enjoy the diary and the program. If you have ever
kept a diary, bring it along to share. Please sign up
in the Gathering Area.
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April 1968—Some of you may have noticed the bright,
young faces in church services these past weeks. We
will continue to care for the four-year-olds in the nursery.
Five-year-olds and their parents will be glad to know that
a Children’s Sermon is planned for the near future. We
Welcome the kindergarten and want these little ones to
feel that St. Andrew is their church, too. (Spiritual Life)
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Ladies’ Day Out & ‘1
Women of St. Andrew :
Monday, January 16" ]

0= :goﬂ

Ladies’ Day Out will meet as usual at 10 AM téﬂ
work on door decorations and tray cards for th‘qe
nursing home ministry. As always we are looki

for women to join in this effort. At noon, the.

Women of St. Andrew and Ladies’ Day Out WIU“
meet together for lunch. After lunch, a short meet
ing will be held to share information and offer ogﬂ
portunities for fellowship and service. All women
of the church are invited to attend either or bojz,h
meetings. Bring a sandwich. Drinks will be prog%

vided. )
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Let's Roll! Wednesday, January 25th at 11 §O
am. Bring a friend—anyone can play and hq&/e
fun. Be there for the Bunco Squad!
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This is a casual group planning to choose a small
place with character to dine once a month. The
first diner is lroquois Pizza at 6614 Manslick
Road on January 28th at 5:30 PM. They do
serve more than pizza. Let Joyce Loudon know if
you're interested, so she can reserve seats for
the group.

7-.-38 1'& 3/%

: Ladies interested in knitting, crochet, quiting, bead-
:ing, etc., we will meet at 10:00 on the third Monday :
: of each month, at the same time as the member of :
: the Nursing Home ministry in the Gathering Area. :
:You can also stay for lunch and the Women of St.
:Andrew. The first meeting will be January 16.
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& Saturday, January 7 at 6:00 PM 4
& Ve
4 Bring a dish (it's a true potluck!) 4
& and bring a friend! ' 4
% New dining groups will be chosen. ﬁ
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WE NOW HAVE FAIR TRADE OLIVE OIL

(PARC) The Palestinian Agriculural Relief Committee works to
increase the economic viability of small scale farming, It helps
olive growers compete in the export market, supports women's
economic empowerment, and promotes sustainable growing
practices. We believe this is a positive step in a region of the
world facing a multitute of complex challenges.

Also remember §.15 of every dollar we spend at Equal Exchange
goes to the United Chiurch of Christ Relief Funds
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Let's make a difference in someone’s life. A por-
tion of our Fair Trade sales are helping empower
the farmers who grow and make the products we
sell. This is not a fundraiser , it is a mission of
our church. (Similar products cost much more at
your local grocery store, t00.)
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1st

3rd

5th

6th

9th
15th

19th

20th

24th

25th

30th

Howard Hardin
Anna Walker

Marsha Leistner
Judy Johnson
Marilyn Gasaway
Joseph Haag

Jane Thomas

Louise Wesley

Susan Poppe
Bruce McCord

Louise Grant
Jim Glaser

Jean Grubbs
Betsy Blocker

Bonnie Drury
Mary Rose Linker

Campbell Childers
Orin Fultz

nniver ™

3rd

10th George and Mary Dare

If your birthday or anniversary has been
inadvertently omitted, please contact the office.

Ken and Mary Lou Bischof

Greeters 2011 & 2012

What a pleasant surprise to have 25 members
volunteering to serve as greeters in 2012.

Many thanks to the following parishioners who
have served as greeters in 2011:

Dylan Barth

Ann Beckemeyer
Mary Lou Bischoff
Jack & Betty Boeschel
Kyle Caldwell
Beckman Childers
Campbell Childers
Walker Childers
Johanna Gabhart
Marilyn Gasaway
Mary Jane Glaser

Bob & Jean Grubbs
Joe Haag

Howard & Judy Hardin
Jim & Doris Harrison
JB Hitt

Billy Houser

Judy Johnson

Hunter LeClair

Bruce & Annie Laurie McCord
Bill & Carolyn Meffert
Al Meier

Gerri Riffe

Sharmille Sawyer
Scott Schwartz

Paula Sharpenstein
Linda Sherer

Mark Schwarz

Ruth Sickbert

Diane & Walter Snowa

There will be a meeting for all greeters in late
January to bring everyone up to date on some
changes being made.










NEXT HEARTBEAT DEADLINE

Monday, January 16th




