
 

Our worship theme for October 2 – November 
20 is “The Priesthood of All Believers.” I re-
member hearing that phrase for the first time in 
a Baptist university in West Texas. I thought it 
sounded rather “Catholic,” until I discovered 
that it is saying something quite Protestant. Let 
me explain … 
 The priesthood of all believers is a 
doctrine whose meaning varies from denomi-
nation to denomination. At its core, however, it 
means that every member of the church has a 
right and a duty to preach and expound on the 
Christian faith. In other words, we don’t need a 
mediator or a person of higher authority to tell 
us what to believe and how to practice our 
faith. This is about as Protestant as you can 
get! 
 Martin Luther never used the phrase 
“priesthood of all believers,” but he rejected 
the notion that Christians should be divided 
into two classes: “spiritual” and “temporal.” He 
believed we are all spiritual in the sight of God. 
He quotes from the following biblical pas-
sages: 

“You are a royal priesthood and a priestly 
kingdom.” (1 Peter 2:9) 

“Through your (Jesus’) blood you have 
made us into priests and 
kings.” (Revelation 5:10) 

“No one should regard us as anything 
else than ministers of Christ and 
dispensers of the mysteries of 
God.” (1 Corinthians 4:1) 

The Wikipedia article on the priesthood of all 
believers claims: 

“Although many religions use priests, 
most Protestant faiths reject the idea of 
a priesthood as a group that is spiritually 
distinct from lay people. They typically 
employ professional clergy who perform 
many of the same functions as priests 
such as clarifying doctrine, administer-
ing communion, performing baptisms, 
marriages, etc. In many instances, Prot-
estants see professional clergy as ser-
vants acting on behalf of the local be-
lievers. This is in contrast to the priest, 
whom some Protestants see as having 
a distinct authority and spiritual role dif-
ferent from that of ordinary believers.” 

For Protestants, there is only one mediator 
between us and God: Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 
2:5). Jesus is our supreme “high 
priest” (Hebrews 7:23-28). Protestants be-
lieve that through Christ they have been 
given direct access to God, just like a priest. 
This is why we refer to the priesthood of all 
believers. There is no spiritual aristocracy or 
hierarchy within Christianity. 
  In our worship series we will be ex-
ploring this doctrine from various angles. We 
will be highlighting the “priesthood” of Pente-
costals in Chile (World Communion Sunday), 
people with disabilities, children, scholars, 
reformers, the laity, stewards, new members 
of the church, and all those who belong to 
Christ. Each service will conclude with a 
“blessing” for these distinct “priests.” We in-
vite you to be a part of our series, “The 
Priesthood of All Believers”! 
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  Oct 2:  Judy Hardin 
  Oct. 9: Howard Hardin 
  Oct 16: Donna Wenzel 
  Oct 23: William Wicker 
  Oct 30:  Rose Mills 

Nov 6:  Al Laufer 
Nov 13:  Annie Laurie  
      McCord 
Nov 20: Teresa Leong 
Nov 27: Lauren Leong 

Building on the success of last year's Friend-Raising 
Weekend, the UCC will hold "Each One Bring One 
Sunday", Nov. 6, 2011, where UCC members are 
asked to invite friends and family to join them for wor-
ship. 
 

"Once again, we are asking our congregations to get 
excited to reach out and invite others 
to worship with them at church," says 
the Rev. Felix Carrión, coordinator of 
the UCC's Stillspeaking Ministry. "By 
celebrating this Sunday together, the 
hope is that this special effort will be-
come a practice throughout the year. 
We hope churches will recognize that 
welcome and hospitality is a ministry 
in itself." 
 

"Each One Bring One Sunday" falls during "Mission: 
1,"  the UCC's 11-day campaign to raise awareness 
and aid to combat food-related injustice. During 
"Mission: 1," Nov. 1-11, churches will donate 1 million 
healthy food items to local pantries; raise $111,111 
for national food-related justice ministries and 
$111,111 for East Africa famine relief; and send 
11,111 letters about food-related justice to Congress 
as part of Bread for the World's "Offering of Letters" 
campaign. 

"What a great opportunity for our churches to show 
their involvement in local, national and global ministry 
to visitors they've invited to worship," says Carrión. 
 

Research suggests that three out of four people at-
tend a church for the first time because they were in-
vited. However, less than two percent of church mem-

bers will ever invite someone to 
church. If only 10 percent of the 
more than 1.1 million UCC mem-
bers bring a friend to church 
Nov. 6, some 110,000 additional 
visitors will be welcomed in 
church that day. 

"This is an occasion to join to-
gether in a purposeful effort to 
share the gift of extravagant wel-

come," Carrión says. "We need to be intentional, con-
sistent and excited about invitation." 

The first weekend of November traditionally has been 
designated as a time to celebrate the UCC's God is 
still speaking ministry, culminating in a bring-a-friend 
Sunday. 

For more information: www.ucc.org/god-is-still-
speaking/friend-raising/ 
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STEWARDSHIP: Neighbors in Need 
Neighbors In Need is the UCC’s annual offering 
to support ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United states.  It will be received 
on Sunday, October 2. 
 

Two-thirds of the offering is used by UCC’s Jus-
tice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array 
of local and national justice initiatives, advocacy 
efforts, and direct service projects.  Working with 
members of the Justice and Peace Action Net-
work, Justice and Witness continues its strong 
policy advocacy work on issues such as the fed-
eral budget, voting rights, immigration, health 
care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and environ-
mental justice. 
 

Neighbors In Need also supports our American 
Indian neighbors in the UCC.  One-third of the 

offering supports the UCC’s council fro American 
Indian Ministries (CAIM).  Today, there are 20 
UCC congregations on reservation and one ur-
ban multi-tribal congregation in Minneapolis.  
CAIM is also an invaluable resource for more 
than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other 
tribes and nations of other UCC congregations in 
the U.S. 
 

Please give generously to Neighbors In Need on 
Sunday, October 2nd. Use the NIN envelopes to 
be provided in the church pews for your contribu-
tions. 
 
 
Your Stewardship Team 
Harlan Beckemeyer, Chair 

����������� 
 
Help achieve the UCC goal of putting a huge dent in  hunger! We are aiming for one million food items, 
$111,111 for hunger relief, 11,111 letters to legislators - all in the first 11 days of November. Plan now to 
take part in this denomination-wide mission! 
 

Look it up at www.ucc.org/mission1 
 

Most importantly, our UCC motto and Jesus' prayer " that they may all be 1" will become a focused, con-
certed mission emphasis across the whole United Church of Christ to educate ourselves and one an-
other about food-related policy issues through serm ons, seminars and conversations; to advocate on 
behalf of hungry people at home and around the worl d; to raise money for hunger-action purposes; and 
to share bread - and tuna, and peanut butter, and vegetables, and cereal - with our neighbors in need.   
(borrowed from www.ucc.org) 
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Total cleared: $3270.92 
 
Thanks to all who helped: Phyllis Fultz, Joyce and 
Joe Loudon, and Rick and Mary Wehr were main-
stays and arrived early everyday and stayed late.  
Judy and Howard Harding and Louise Grant or-
ganized their much-loved books.  Thanks also to 
those who came, ate, shopped, and bought.  To-
gether, we were very successful. 
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Personalized garden pavers can be pur-
chased and placed in the memorial gar-
den.  Please see Bill Holton for details  
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If you have persistent heartburn, 
acid regurgitation, and nausea, you 
may have symptoms of GERD 
(Gastroesophageal reflux disease). 
The American Cancer Society re-
ports that close to one- half of 
adults in the U.S. has heartburn at 
least once a month, and one out of five adults have 
symptoms weekly.  Heartburn occurs when you eat 
and food passes from your mouth down a tube (about 
10 inches long in most people)  called the esophagus. 
To enter the stomach, the food must pass through an 
opening between the esophagus and stomach. This 
opening acts like a gate to allow food to pass into the 

stomach. Usually this opening 
closes as soon as food passes 
through. But if it doesn't close all 
the way, acid from your stomach 
can get through. the opening and 
into your esophagus.  This is called 
reflux. Stomach acid can irritate the 

esophagus and cause heartburn.  
 

GERD affects all people including women, men, in-
fants and children. If you are having persistent symp-
toms of  GERD, talk with your physician.  Early diag-
nosis and treatment may help you avoid longer-term 
health problems. 
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GERD: GASTROESOPHAGEAL REFLUX  DISEASE  

 
 
In memory of George Hancock,  
 a gift was given to the Memorial Fund by  
  Kyle Longton & Andrea Bishop 
 A gift was given to the Roof Fund by 
  Cassidy, Cathy, and Elanor Hancock 
 

In memory of Thomas Schwartz,  
 gifts were given to the Memorial Fund by  
  Ruth Sickbert, Jane & Don Thomas, Mary Ann Bowman, Sonia Mazzoli,  
  James & Ima Johns, JB & Elaine Hitt,  Art & Madolyn Raderer 
 gifts were given to the Roof Fund by 
  Terri Schmidt, Elanor Hancock, and Geri Riffe; Al & Carolyn Laufer 
 a gift was given to the Current Fund by  
  Jack and Betty Boeschel 
 gifts were given to the Leona Roney Music Fund by 
  St. Andrew Sanctuary and Bell Choirs, Anita Lyon, and Rick & Elaine Caldwell 
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Because of the wide availability of flu shots and l ack of participation in last year’s Clinic, we will  not be 
able to have the Clinic this year.  We encourage everyone to get their flu shots at their Primary Care  doc-
tor or local clinic or pharmacy.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention do recommend the flu 
shot for EVERYONE, but especially people at high risk for flu complications—young children, pregnant 
women, people with chronic health conditions like a sthma, diabetes or heart and lung disease and peo-
ple 65 years and older. 



 

Have you ever wondered how nice it would be if we 
could just look into the Bible and find answers to the 
ethical problems of our day?  It seems we are always 
confronted with the issues of war, the sanctity of life, 
sexuality, politics, the death pen-
alty, and even health care.   In the 
recent past Christians often exhib-
ited bumper stickers or wore wrist 
bands challenging themselves and 
others to live up to WWJD (What 
Would Jesus Do?).  Andrew Fiala 
in his book “What Would Jesus 
Really Do?” suggests that some-
times it is often very difficult to 
determine what Jesus would say 
or do about our contemporary so-
cial issues.  Jesus was a great moral teacher with a vi-
sion centered in love, generosity, forgiveness, toler-
ance, and peace.  But when Jesus spoke of issues, they  
were the issues of his day.  The Sermon on the Mount 

is an example of His insight.   Fiala begins each chap-
ter with a scripture from the Bible and a contemporary 
issue.  He then suggests a process for discovering an-
swers.  The answers are not always obvious. 

 
“The Hunger Games” is a young 
adult science fiction novel written by 
Suzanne Collins.  It is the first book 
of a trilogy.  The novel takes place in 
an unidentified future time period af-
ter the destruction of North America.  
The story is about a teenager who is 
forced to compete in-a-24-man enter 
and a one-man-leaves event.  The ma-
jor themes are survival, self-
preservation, government control, and 

personal independence.  If you like science fiction, 
you will find this book an exciting page- turner. 
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October is the month to collect for items for Welcome 
Baskets.  You may purchase separate items, complete a basket, or 
donate money to help us purchase items to complete a basket.  Spe-
cial needs for the older newcomers include card games, deodorant, 
and older-age books.  Also toiletries are needed for African-
American Youth.  Many of these children have been abused and ne-
glected.  These baskets can help them feel welcome and loved. 

$&�%'$&�%'$&�%'$&�%'( (((%���#%���)��'�%���*!�%���#%���)��'�%���*!�%���#%���)��'�%���*!�%���#%���)��'�%���*!� ����
 

Save Sunday, October 16th, at 2:30 pm for a time of 
fun, entertainment, and refreshments.  Brooklawn 
Auxiliary is sponsoring this variety show here at St. 
Andrew.  Come hear our Men’s Quartet (Mike Jones, 
David Sickbert, John Block, and Bob Volk, accompa-
nied by J. R. Cannaday). Enjoy Barbra Cothron doing 
a Patsy Cline number, view the “gorgeous” clothes 
modeled by Walter Snowa and Jack Boeschel, and enjoy delicious light refreshments.   
Please help with our planning by purchasing tickets in advance—$5 per person includes 
refreshments, $50 reserves a VIP table for 8.   

For more information about the car show and other events: www.concourslouisville.com 
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Ladies’ Day Out and the Women of St. Andrew will meet on Monday, October 17th.  Ladies’ Day Out 
will meet as usual at 10 AM to work on door decorations and tray cards for Signature Healthcare.  As 
always we are looking for women to join in this effort.  At noon, the Women of St. Andrew and La-
dies’ Day Out will meet together for lunch.  After lunch, a short meeting will be held to share informa-
tion and offer opportunities for fellowship and service.  All women of the church are invited to attend 
either or both meetings.  Bring a sandwich.  Drinks will be provided. 
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DEPLOYED TO IRAQ: 
 

PFC Michael R. Weaver 
14 MEB 

ATTN: A Company  149 BSB 
APO AE 09342 

Donna Childress is making quilts 
using old blue jeans.  If you have 
any old blue jeans to discard, 
please call her 690-8335. Join the Women of Plymouth UCC for 

HIGH TEA  
Saturday, October 22, 12 noon  

at Hotel Louisville (2nd street and Broadway) 
Admission—$15.00 

Guest choir, vendors, raffle, door prizes. 
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   Birthdays                     Anniversaries 
2nd Mary Smallwood 
  

3rd  Ann Beckemeyer 
 

5th Carol Williams 
 

6th Bob Webb 
 Michael Childers 
 

7th Ruth Sickbert 
 Jean Tucker 
8th Barbara Voll 
 

10th Karen Letendre 
 

14th Todd Deuser 
 Barbara Gilpin 
 Raymond Block 
 

17th Ellen Beckemeyer 
 

18th Lula Shields 
 

20th Ruth Walker 
 Harvey Johnson 
 

21st Teresa Leong 
 

26th Gerry Smith 
 Sarah Goud 
 

27th Fred Nicklies 
 Janice Moore 
 James Willett 
 

28th Bob Stevens 
 

29th John Wicker 
 

30th Kira Wicker 
 

31st Bob Volk 

18th Marty & Amy Huelsman 
 

21st Tom & Kathy Landers 

If your birthday or anniversary 
has been inadvertently omitted, 
please contact the office.  

In the September Heartbeat , we neglected to  
recognize Susan Stottman’s birthday on the 9th.  

Happy birthday, Susan! 

Dear Family of St. Andrew:  
  

For the second time in my almost 30 years as a mem-
ber, I have felt the prayers, love, and support in this 
church.   
 

You saw me through my bout with cancer and now my 
battle with the pain of my injured back.  Words can’t 
express my gratitude.  I felt y’all surrounding me, even 
on my worst days.  Best of all was your warm 
“welcome back.” 
 

God Bless you all. 
Love, Jane Thomas 
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Monday, October 17th 
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